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This is the third compendium of radiocarbon dates from East Texas archeological sites (see Perttula 1997, 1998). As of December 1, 2011, there are 1248 radiocarbon dates from 199 archeological sites in the database, an increase of 140% since Perttula’s (1997) initial compilation. This is a large and important chronological data base on the prehistoric and historic Native American occupations in the region, and one that warrants extensive use during present and future Cultural Resource Management (CRM) projects in East Texas and in the Caddo area of Northwest Louisiana, Southwest Arkansas, and Eastern Oklahoma. 


This compendium is based on both published and unpublished information from East Texas archeological investigations, particularly CRM excavations conducted under the auspices of the Antiquities Code of Texas and Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. Dee Ann Story’s (1990) published compilation was a key resource in constructing the initial version of the data base presented here, along with the extensive radiocarbon data base from investigations at Cooper Lake in the Sulphur River basin (see Fields et al. 1997:Appendix B). The many additional samples presented here were gathered from draft and final archaeological technical reports on file at the Archeology Division at the Texas Historical Commission (Austin, Texas), dates taken from reports in our personal libraries, or dates provided by researchers working in East Texas (see Acknowledgments). 


Data for the radiocarbon assays are included in Table 1, namely the site name, trinomial, assay number, the provenience, the raw radiocarbon age, the delta 13C values, the corrected radiocarbon age, the one sigma calibrated age ranges, and their relative area under the probability distribution, the two sigma calibrated age ranges and their relative areas under the probability distribution, and the calibrated intercepts. The radiocarbon samples are uniformly corrected (for isotopic fractionation) and calibrated using OxCal v.4.1.7 (Bronk Ramsey 2011) and IntCal09 (Reimer et al. 2009). With a few exceptions noted in Table 1, older assays that lacked delta 13C values use the value estimates for fractionation correction suggested by Stuiver and Reimer (1993:Table 1): -25 ‰ for nutshells and charcoal (C3 plants), and -10 ‰ for charred maize (a C4 plant).
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