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Presidents’ Forum

David O. Brown

One of the most important and complex
archaeological controversies to surface in some
years is the fate of materials excavated from
41VT98, located on DuPont Chemical Company
property along the Victoria Barge Canal in
southern Victoria County. Recorded in 1982 by
Carolyn Murphy of the US Army Corps of
Engineers Galveston District, the site was
recommended for National Register testing in
1988 in the context of general operation and
maintenance of the Victoria Barge Canal.
Coastal Environments, Inc., conducted this
testing in 1989, recommending that 41VT98 was
eligible for the National Register. At that time
it was noted that a human cranium fragment
had been found at the site during dredging of
the canal in the 1950s. In 1989 and 1990 a
Programmatic Agreement was developed for
investigations along the canal, with the
Advisory Council Human Remains Policy
Statement incorporated by reference. The PA
was signed by the Corps, the THC, and the
Advisory Council. After some delay, mitigation
excavations, directed by Bob Ricklis of Coastal
Environments, Inc., were initiated in January
of 2001. When human remains were uncovered
in the mitigation phase, the Corps of Engineers
considered ceasing work at the site, but the
THC urged them to finish the proposed
investigations. The excavations were finally
completed by July of 2001.

All in all, the excavations recovered some 80
burials, most of which appear to date to the
Early Archaic Period. These burials are also dug
into a stratum that contains Paleoindian
remains. In addition the site yielded Late
Archaic burials as well as Late Prehistoric
occupation debris. In terms of the number and
age of the burials, it is clearly one of the most
important sites of the Early Archaic on the
Texas Coast. As was pointed out in a public
meeting held in Victoria last month on the 26
of February, it is one of only three large burial
sites from this time period in the entire US.
More information on the site and its significance
can be found on the Corps of Engineers
Galveston District web site at <http://
Www.swg.usace.army.mil/>.
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InJanuary of this year, the rumor surfaced that
the Corps and Dupont had proposed to rebury
the materials excavated from the site without
analysis. As most people know, the hue and cry
over this proposal, an apparent violation of the
Programmatic Agreement as well as a breach
of the principles and the ethics of scientific
process, reached fever pitch shortly thereafter,
led in part by members of the Texas
Archeological Society. In addition to the TAS,
local archaeological societies, and hundreds of
concerned individuals, the Society for
American Archaeology and the CTA
complained that reburial without analysis
should not be considered. The CTA, along with
the TAS and SAA requested and received
consulting party status as per the 36CFR800
regulations, although other groups and
individuals who requested such status were
denied by the Corps.

Present plans call for a meeting of the
consulting parties on the 28" of March in
Corpus Christi, offering them an opportunity
to view some of the excavated materials and to
comment on the appropriate procedures that
might be undertaken for analysis. The Corps
stresses that they have made no final
determinations on the analysis of the materials,
and is waiting until the consulting process is
final.

No archaeologist, professional or otherwise,
doubts the importance of this site and almost
everybody has argued for a thorough analysis
of the burials and associated artifacts recovered
from the site. The complexity and controversy
surrounding the site enter into the equation
largely because Native American groups have
complained that they were not consulted until
well after the discovery of the burials. Letters
to the various tribes in the region were mailed
out beginning in July of 2001 but formal
consultation on the human remains from this
site was apparently not undertaken until
February 12" of this year when a meeting was
held that included representatives from the
Federally recognized Choctaw, Alabama-
Coushatta, and Comanche tribes. Several other
Native American tribes that have been
documented historically within the region were
invited and some of these, like the Caddo, may
have submitted written comments to the Corps.
An attempt by the Tap Pilam group of San
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Antonio, who are not Federally recognized, to
enter into consultation was initially denied by
the Corps.

As it stands, this excavation does not appear to
be a direct NAGPRA issue since the land
involved belongs to DuPont and the Corps does
not actually own the excavated remains. If it
were a NAGPRA issue, and only a NAGPRA
issue, it might be somewhat clearer since
NAGPRA currently stipulates that potential
descendent communities must be consulted. I
doubt if any recognized tribe could make a
good case for lineal descent from the Early
Archaic burials at the site. However, the PA
under which the project is operating does not
require such direct descent, but simply
geographic proximity. Under this definition, the
tribes contacted were certainly the appropriate
entities.

As I understand the situation with Native
American consultation, the tribes are not
unified in their opinions regarding the
possibility of full analysis. Most, if not all, seem
to be upset over the long-delayed consultation
with the Corps. And it would appear that most,
if not all, are strongly in favor of reburial of the
skeletal materials and associated grave goods.
Some may even favor reburial of all materials
recovered from the site. While some, such as
the Caddo, do suggest that analysis may be
appropriate, at least several of the tribes are
adamant in seeking reburial without analysis.

The need for analysis if very clear from an
archaeological perspective, but Native
American views may play an important part
in this process. The CTA has long urged closer
relations between archaeologists and Native
Americans and several times has spoken in
favor of legislation protecting unmarked
graves. But there are many tribal groups who
have been contacted by the Corps, only a few
of whom have a history of working with
archaeologists in Texas. On the positive side,
the Caddo, with whom archaeologists have
been building relationships for many years,
seem to have a more moderate stance on
analysis. This suggests that increased
communications may help build bridges
between archaeologists and Native Americans.
On the other hand, since Native Americans
have been slighted in the 41VT98 process, and
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80 some odd burials excavated prior to formal
consultation, it may be no easy feat convincing
any of them that archaeologists’” intentions are
honest and that any errors were not intentional.
Unfortunately, in the long run, the final
decisions may be made by people who are
neither archaeologists nor Native Americans.

Obviously, it would be in everybody’s best
interest if the matter could be settled with all
sides feeling that their positions were respected.
Certainly no archaeologist would accept
reburial without analysis, and probably most
Native Americans would not accept the burials
occupying permanent shelf space in some lab.
One potential compromise would be full
analysis of materials recovered from the site
with subsequent reburial of the human remains.
Reburial in crypts that could someday be
located might also be a possibility here.

The Corps of Engineers has agreed to give a
technical presentation on the site to the CTA at
its annual spring meeting in Austin. The site’s
excavator, Bob Ricklis, will present a slightly
expanded version of the talk he gave at the
public meeting in Victoria. Not surprisingly,
there will be Corps-imposed limitations on
what he will be able to show, but presumably
we will be able to ask him technical questions
about the site. After the talk, there will be a CTA
forum concerning the site and possible
solutions. This forum will not focus on how we
got where we are, but rather on what we are
doing to remedy the situation and possibly how
do avoid such problems in the future. More
details will be available on the CTA web site as
this is finalized.

As I noted above, the CTA has requested and
received consulting party status for the ongoing
discussions regarding the site. See the copy of
my letter to the Corp of Engineers included in
this edition of the newsletter. We are planning
to argue for a complete analysis of all materials
from the site and hoping to have a say in the
kind of analyses that are in fact undertaken.

* k k kX

This spring’s meeting and the afternoon session
on 41VT98 will be held at the Boardroom of the
Hancock Building LCRA office complex on
Lake Austin Boulevard just past Tom Miller
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Dam. See the map in this issue for the location
if you are unclear. The map also shows where
you can park (indicated by “CTA PARKING”
in red letter). Be sure not to park in any of the
private business lots that are nearby. You might
get towed. If the visitor lots do fill up, there is
limited parking on the street.

After the meeting, the evening session will
feature food, drink and a celebration of the
organization’s 25" anniversary. The event,
which will be held at the nearby Lion’s
Municipal Golf Course Clubhouse, is open to
all CTA members and their families as well as
all former CTA members. We especially want
to see all former officers of the organization
attend the event. We hope to have a reunion of
former CTA presidents at the social and should
have ample opportunity to amuse ourselves at
their expense in an informal roast. The
evening’s festivities begin at 6PM. The
Clubhouse is located a short drive from the
LCRA complex at 2701 Enfield Drive, about a
half mile east of the intersection of Enfield and
Lake Austin Boulevard. See you there.

(M

Officer’s Reports

Missi Green

SECRETARY-TREASURER

After the CTA meeting it will be past time to
renew your dues for 2002. This year is the 25%
Anniversary of CTA. Be a voice in the direction,
continued growth, and development of the
organization as well as the celebration!

If you have any changes to your information
— new e-mail, new address, new employer —
please let me know when you pay your dues.
Anupdated e-mail address is essential for CTA
to contact you for any information that might
be vital, including the latest newsletter and any
changes in the archeological working
community.

[IT]
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The current issue of each Newsletter is a benefit
of membership. Starting with the next issue
(Volume 26 No 3, summer) you will need to
have paid your 2002 dues to download the
Newsletter (see the Web Page Committee

Report, this issue, for details).

[

Committee Reports

Dana Anthony, Chair
PUBLIC EDUCATION COMMITTEE

This year we have three excellent nominees for
the second annual E. Mott Davis Public
Outreach Award. As most of you remember, the
award was set up last year to recognize
outstanding attempts to educate the general
public about archaeology as a part of CRM
projects. Last year’s winner was the Freedman'’s
Cemetery Project; recipients included TxDOT,
Geo-Marine, Inc, Black Dallas Remembered,
and the African American Museum in Dallas.
All three of this year’s nominees feature a
strong public outreach component within the
context of a CRM project. TxDOT sponsored
two of the nominated projects while the third
was sponsored by the Fort Hood Cultural
Resource Management Program. The
information below is taken from the
nomination forms supplemented by
information from project sponsors.

Fort Hood Historical Research and Site
Evaluations Project

Prewitt & Associates, Inc., Fort Hood Cultural
Resource Management Program, and William
Pugsley (Texas Information Network)

From 1995 to the present, Prewitt and
Associates, Inc. (PAI) was contracted by the
United States Army Fort Hood to conduct
cultural resources studies in compliance with
Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act. A multi-year historical
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research project was developed. Martha Doty
Freeman and Amy Dase, who served as
consultants for PAI, spent several years doing
archival and oral history research to develop
historical contexts dealing with nineteenth and
early twentieth century “agriculture” and
“rural development” on the lands that became
Camp Hood. The concept of combining a
detailed “historic context” report with a
“popular” report as the primary products of the
historical research was developed by Principal
Investigator Doug Boyd (PAI) and the late Dr.
Jack Jackson (then CRM Program Director at
Fort Hood). The intent was to produce reports
that would be of general interest to the local
community. One report was intended to meet
the legal requirements of Section 106
compliance, but still be readable and contain
information of interest to the public
community, while the other report was
intended as a popular book that would be
well received by the archaeological
community but would be of interest to a
much broader general public.

One of the reports is Agriculture and Rural
Development on Fort Hood Lands, 1849-1942:
National Register Assessments of 710 Historic
Archeological Properties, by Martha Doty
Freeman, Amy E. Dase, and Marie E. Blake.
Although, this is more of a technical report than
a popular book, it is very well written and its
historical narratives are of considerable interest
to the local community. It is a 247-page report,
with a CD-ROM that contains a vast amount of
historical property and ad valorem tax data.
This report, of which 500 copies were
distributed, is now out of print. The second
report completed for this project is Imprint on
the Land, Life Before Camp Hood, 1820-1942, by
William S. Pugsley. Pugsley, an historical
researcher and writer (dba. the Texas
Information Network) was hired as a consultant
by PAI to boil down the massive amount of
information generated by many years of
research into a single short popular book. He
did an admirable job of this, and the 178-page
Imprint on the Land is a well-written and
abundantly illustrated historical narrative that
tells a fascinating story for the general public.
Pugsley’s book was the most important public
outreach component of the project. Its style and
format have proven popular with the public it
was intended to reach, and it has touched the
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hearts of many people who lived there before
Camp Hood. One thousand copies of this report
were printed and distributed; it is now out of
print and Fort Hood continues to get requests
for copies. This public outreach aspect of this
project was very successful because Fort Hood
recognized its obligation to give something
back to the local community in conjunction with
its federally mandated compliance efforts. As
an outgrowth of this project, PAI and the Fort
Hood CRM Program are continuing this public
outreach and began a major oral history project
in 2001.

Mission Nuestra Sefiora del Refugio Project

Cindy Tennis (PI), Center for Archaeological
Research-UTSA, and Texas Department of
Transportation

This was data recovery for impacts to the
mission from the US 77 reconstruction through
the town of Refugio. UTSA conducted
excavations and analysis of materials from the
impact areas. They recovered mission-era trash
deposits, post holes from the outline of the
mission compound, and underneath the
highway, unexpectedly, remains of the original
1790s mission church, beneath the dirt floor of
which were 32 grave features that contained the
remains of 177 individuals of Native American
and Spanish descent.

Several approaches to public outreach were
developed for the excavations at Mission
Refugio. First, Cindy Tennis, project Principal
Investigator, working for the Center for
Archaeological Research at the University of
Texas at San Antonio under contract with the
Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT),
created an outstanding portable display about
the excavations at Mission Refugio, its history,
and the life of mission inhabitants. The display
will be donated to the Refugio County Museum,
which will loan it to local schools. Second, TxDOT
sponsored weekly public outreach meetings to
inform the public and press what had been
found up to that point. Good quality brochures
about the archaeological work at the mission
were developed and updated. These will be
handed out at the weekly meetings. Third,
TxDOT prepared a professional ca. 20-minute
video with school age children as the target
audience. This video included footage of the
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excavations along with the history of Mission
Refugio, a discussion of the missionization
concept — what Spaniards were trying to
accomplish with missions during that period,
information on the Native Americans
(Karankawa), and some post-mission period
history (Texas Revolution battle at Refugio).
Copies of the video were sent to the Refugio
County Museum, tribes, and the church. This
video was broadcast on a local PBS station.
Finally, TXDOT created two huge banner sized
posters about the project, which were displayed
at various archaeological conferences and at a
national transportation conference. Plans are
currently in the works to create an article for
the Texas Beyond History web site.

Cindy Tennis, UTSA, and TxDOT, all worked
hard to create an educational tool for school
kids that would engender a strong interest in
local history and promote an understanding of
archaeology. They went above and beyond the
call of duty, not only by hosting weekly
meetings, but in creating weekly brochures for
these public briefings. By distributing the video
and portable display, and getting the video
broadcast, many people were reached who
could enjoy learning about the history of this
important site and come to understand why
archaeology is a key discipline in under-
standing our past.

T. C. Osborn Tenant Farm Project

Jose Zapata (Project Historian), Center for
Archaeological Research-UTSA, and Texas
Department of Transportation

This project involved data recovery excavations
for impacts from a county road bridge
replacement on Gills Branch Creek in Bastrop
County at an early 20" century farmstead
occupied by a Mexican-American family who
farmed cotton. In addition to the excavations
under the guidance of Principal Investigator
Steve Tomka, Jose Zapata conducted oral
history.

Mary Black produced six lesson plans for
seventh grade Texas history based on Jose
Zapata’s research for 41BP314. Haydee
Rodriguez translated the lessons into Spanish.

[IT]
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The lessons are unique in that they are bilingual
and utilize primary source materials concerning
a tenant farm occupied for almost 40 years by
Mexican American families in Bastrop county.
The project sponsor, the Texas Department of
Transportation, distributed hard copies of the
curriculum materials to all middle schools in
Bastrop. Mr. Zapata, Dr. Rodriguez and Dr.
Black also presented these bilingual materials
to the annual meeting of the Texas Association
of Bilingual Educators in Dallas in October
2001. The lessons will also be presented at the
Texas Council for the Social Studies annual
meeting in Fall 2002. Plans also include
distributing the materials through the web site,
Texas Beyond History.

This bilingual curriculum is the first known to
utilize primary source maps, house plans, oral
histories and artifact photographs to illustrate
Mexican American farm life in Texas during the
first half of the 20% century. Mexican American
life has often been neglected in social studies
classrooms due to 1) lack of materials, and 2)
lack of recognition of Mexican American
contributions to Texas. Because of this
curriculum, both Spanish speaking and English
speaking students can now learn about
Mexican American heritage. For example, a
new map was created for these lessons to show
major routes of Mexican immigration into
Texas. This is the first such map available
expressly for this purpose for Texas classrooms.
An excerpt from oral history collected by Jose
Zapata is also used to teach children about the
hard work and deprivation involved in tenant
farm life. Students then do the math to learn a
stark lesson in economics. The ultimate goal of
this outreach effort is better understanding of
Mexican American experiences by all Texans.

[

Sue Linder-Linsley, Chair

CTA WEB PAGE COMMITTEE

Name Change — We suggest that the CTA Web
Page Committee change its name to the Internet
and Communications Committee this change
will better reflect the wide range of tasks that
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the committee is involved with. We also suggest
that the Internet and Communication
Committee be included in the CTA Bylaws as
an official committee. There will be a discussion
of this issue at the meeting.

Since our last report we have made frequent
changes to the Contractor’s List. Many firms
are listed who have not paid the listing fee for
one or more years. The list currently
distinguishes between those firms who are paid
for 2002 or 2001 and those who have not paid
in recent years. If your firm has not paid it’s
Contractor’s Listing Fee they will be past due
after the meeting. These firms could be
removed from the web and the pdf file, if we
don’t hear from you soon. Check with Missi or
look at Contractor’s List on the web page to be
sure you are current for 2002. Membership
Dues and Contractor’s List Fees are Due
January 1 each year.

As discussed at the last CTA meeting we will
start limiting access to the current CTA
Newsletter to dues paying members. In the next
few weeks all 2002 members will be receiving
a CTA password by e-mail. If you have changed
your e-mail address be sure to send us your new
information (see below). You will need this
password to download current issues of the
CTA Newsletter beginning with the next issue
due out this summer (Volume 26 No 3). Only
current issues will require the password. As
new issues of the CTA Newsletter become
available the previous issue will become
available to the general public.

Following the last CTA meeting we sent Steve
Black a CTA web page with links to our site for
inclusion on the Texas Beyond History net. We
plan to add a similar page on the CTA web site
linking back to the Texas Beyond History web
site but have not received anything from them
yet.

An organization that is the size of the CTA
always has someone changing his or her
address, phone number, fax number, or e-mail
address. While we all try to keep up with the
changes we need your help to do so. We have
implemented a new way to communicate
membership information, address, phone, e-
mail updates, etc. We have two e-mail addresses
for communicating changes and problems. The
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first of these is for general CTA members. CTA
members should send their changes and
updates to: cta-members@c-tx-arch.org. This
address automatically sends the message to
Board and Committee members who need to
keep their files up to date. All messages
involving your CTA membership status can be
sent to this address. The second address is for
CRD’s and Contractors. All updates, changes,
questions or problems involving the
Contractors List should be sent to: cta-
contractor@c-tx-arch.org. It is our hope that by
keeping everyone in the loop when a change is
reported these changes will be implemented in
a timelier manner.

[

Patricia A. Claybaugh, Chair

ACCREDITATION AND
REVIEW COUNCIL

The Accreditation and Review Council’s winter
agenda included two business meetings on
February 8 and 24, 2002. Both meetings were
held at the Texas Archeological Research
Laboratory, University of Texas. President-elect
Clell Bond was briefed on ARC matters
including our time line for completing ARC’s
primary mission: to develop accreditation
standards and guidelines for the state’s curation
facilities. The resulting documents were
delivered to the Texas Historical Commission
(THC) Collections Management Committee on
February 25 for their review and use. Final
documents, including field reviewer training,
will be submitted to THC by May 2002. ARC
documents are available to all museums,
repositories, and interested parties who choose
to prepare for the THC accreditation field
review. Those institutions applying for state
accreditation are encouraged to go through the
CTA ARC Self-Evaluation format to expedite
the THC accreditation process. The two
processes are essentially the same.

Now that our primary mission is almost
accomplished, we are discussing future
directions for ARC. Working with President
Brown and President-elect Bond, we see a need
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to restructure this council as a curation
“advisory” or “advocacy” committee. In the
interim, ARC will continue to function and
work on CTA’s Curation Guidelines and submit
a final draft before the fall business meeting.
To that end, Carolyn Spock, long-standing ARC
Secretary-Treasurer, and Laura Nightengale’s
terms are up. A vote on their reappointment will
be held at the April meeting.

Plans are to discuss these and other curation
issues at the April meeting. Other topics may
include:

THC Curatorial Facility Accreditation Program
THC Collections Management Policy
Attorney General’s opinion on whether the
state owns artifacts removed from state
lands prior to the adoption of the 1969
Antiquities Code.

HEN
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COE CONSULTING PARTY STATUS LETTER

15 February 2002

Colonel Leonard D. Waterworth
District Engineer

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Galveston District

PO. Box 1229

Galveston, TX 77553

Dear Colonel Waterworth:

| am writing to you as president of the Council of Texas Archeologists (CTA). The CTA representsthe
majority of professional archaeologistsinvolved in cultural resource management in the State of Texas. Our
organi zation promotes communication among the members of the professional archaeological community
and serves as a voice for that community in issues concerning the protection and proper investigation of
endangered cultural resources. Throughout our 25-year history, we have worked closely with the Texas
Historical Commission to devel op and promote standards for archaeol ogical investigations and reporting in
Texas.

We have followed with some interest the discussion concerning the investigations sponsored by the
Corps of Engineers at 41V T98, located on DuPont Corporation property near Victoria. Based on the
information available from the excavations, it would appear to be a very important prehistoric site that
includes a considerable number of Early Archaic burials, rare not only on the coast of Texas, but anywhere
in the US. Our organization is extremely concerned about the possibility that much or all of what has been
recovered from the site might be reburied without further scientific analysis. While we understand and
support Native American concerns regarding reburial of theremains, it isthe CTA opinion that adecisionto
rebury the materials without adequate analysis could set an unfortunate and unacceptable precedent for
cultural resources investigations conducted under the auspices of the National Historic Preservation Actin
Texas and around the country. Because of the site’s unique scientific and cultural value, as well as the
attention it has gotten from the public and media alike, we feel that any decision regarding the analysis of
materials should take into account that thisis a significant part of the heritage of all the people of the State
of Texas as well as our entire nation. The study of archaeology is not an esoteric pursuit or an arcane
science, but aninquiry into the human condition that is meant to enrich and enlighten our future through the
study of the past. We strongly encourage that appropriate archaeological studies be undertaken before a
proper and respectful final disposition of the remains.

It is our understanding that you have not yet taken any final action regarding this matter and we would
like you to consider including the CTA as a consulting party status under 36 CFR 800.2(c)(5). As the
primary organization representing many Texas cultural resource professionals, we feel that we have a
legitimate interest in this process since the outcome of thisaction could directly affect our future professional
practice.

We appreciate your consideration in this request and ook forward to continued dialog in the resolution
of this matter. Thank you.

Sincerely,

David O. Brown
President, Council of Texas Archeologists
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THE CTA 60 YEARSAGO

Douglas K. Boyd

[EDITOR’S NOTE: the following article includes the second of two original CTA newsletters published in
1940. The first newsletter was previously reprinted in the January issue as part of Doug Boyd's report “The
CTA 60 Years Ago” (CTA Newsletter 26(1):15-25). To introduce the second original newsletter, a brief

excerpt of Doug’s previous report is presented here.]

The Council of Texas Archeologists will soon
be 25 years old, but an earlier CTA existed
about 60 years ago. It was conceived at an
American Association for the Advancement
of Science meeting in Alpine in May of 1939,
and became a reality at a hotel in Abilene on
October 27, 1939. The official purpose of the
original Council of Texas Archeologists was
“to integrate and co-ordinate archaeological
work being done in the State of Texas,” Other
stated goals were to increase cooperation
“between the various institutions and
societies doing work in Texas,” create “more
uniformity” in field and laboratory work and
archeological terminology, and devise “a
standard system of classification which
would show the relationships of the Texas
cultures.” Its first officers were J. Gilbert
McAllister, President; A. T. Jackson, Vice-
President; and T. N. Campbell, Secretary.
Membership in CTA was open to all “persons

(M

connected with institutions and societies in
Texas actively interested in archeology.”
Campbell also produced the CTA’s first
newsletter, called Texas Archaeological News:
An Occasional Report Issued by the Council of
Texas Archeologists, in March 1940.

The original CTA was a short-lived
organization, lasting only about two years. As
with so many other archeological endeavors,
the CTA fell victim to World War II. It simply
ceased to function after the United States
entered the war in late 1941 (T. N. Campbell,
personal communication 2001). It would be
some 36 years later before it was resurrected.
Only two issues of Texas Archaeological News
were produced. The second issue of the
newsletter (December 1940) was 26 pages long
and devoted to summarizing the “Recent Field
Work in Texas.” That issue is reproduced in its

entirety here.
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TEXAS ARCHAFOLOGICAL NEWS

An Occasional Report Issued By
The Council of Texas Archaeclogists

No. 2 Austin, Texas December, 1940

RECENT FIELD WORK IN TEXAS

During the past two years a considerable amount ¢f archaeological
field work has been carried on in Texas. As yet few formal reports have
appeared. The Council of Texas Archaeologists believes that in order to
bridge this unavoidable gap between excavation and complete reporting,
some type of brief, informal reporting should be done. The Texas Archae~
ological News has therefore been designated as an organ to publish news
accounts of archaeclogical work being done in Texas. Representatives of
various institutions and societies dolng archaeological work in Texas
were recently asked to send in brief reporte of their field activities
during the past two seasons. All reportis received to date are given in
the pages that follow. These reports are erranged on a geographic basis
st @ convenience to those who are especially interested in specific areas
in Texas. At the end of the last paragreph in each section is given the
name of the individual who reported. :

TRANS-PECOS
Big Bend

(1) Presidio. The Firet La Junta Expedition, a co-operative research
project of Sul Ross College, Alpine, the School of American Research, and
the Works Progress Administration, Project 10249, was in the field from
October, 1938, to July, 1939, The project was directed by J. Charles Kel-
ley of Sul Ross College. TField supervision was in charge of Donald J.
Lehmer until May, 1939, after which date Kelley took over the field work,
Two large sites were partially excavated and tests made at two other sites.

The most extensive excavation took place at the Millington site (Shaft—

er 7:1), located just east of Presidio, Texas, on the low terrace of the

Ric Grande, Here twenty-iwo house structures, totaling twenty-nine rooms,
were cleared and others located but not excavated. The site was cross-
gectioned by numerous trenches, which were excavated in five-foot horizon-
tel blocks and four-inch vertical levels. Most of the debris was screen-

ed and many artifects were found., This slte has been identified with the
historic pueblo of Santiage of the Luxan account of the Espejo Expedition
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cf 1582, and with the puchle Nucstra Scnora de Guadalupc of the nations
Palacmos and Sibulas of the Trasvina account of 1715.

At the Loama Alta site (Shaftor 7:3), lecated on the sccond ter-
raca of tho Rio Grande, five miles wost of Presidie and dircetly oppo-
site the mouth of the Rio Oonchos of Moxico, fivo house structures, to-
taling ten rooms, and onc large storage bin werc excavated in whelo or in
part. A ring midden was trenched and several stratigrarhie trenches were
dugs This site wag identified with the historic pucblo of San Juan Evan-—
goligta of the Luxsn account of 1582,

The culturc represented hag been tormod the Brave Valley aspeet,
with three foel: the La Junta focus, tho Concepdion focus, and tho Conchios
focuse The carliest, or La Junta focus, is datod at between 1200 and 140C
A+ Dy on the basis of intrusive Southwestern ceramics, notable El Paso
and Chihuahua polychrome waress The succocding Concopeion fecus was dos— |
cribed by the early Spanish oxplorers, the first account being given in
1683, and was terminated about 1700 by the impact of Spanish acculturations
Te (onchos focus represents the Spanish missien peried in the Indian
pueblos and closes with the absorption of surviving native clements into
the lexican culture end population.

The Brave Valloy aspect is characterized by the use of pit-houscs
and houses in pitsy ceramies, including intrusive Southwestorn wares and
native grey, red, and red-on~buff wares: a characteristic stone complex
dominated by thoe use of finely chipped small arrow poinis of threc types
(namely, fine barbed points with leng, narrew, nccdleslike, wellwchipped
tangsy small triangular side and basc notchod pointss end triangulaor
points with ccnecave bases and concave cdges, often showing rudimentary
side notches), small snub-rose scrapers, onc-hand manos and oval bovl me-
tatos (approaching true troughed motates), flake knives and scrapers,
fine~pointed gravers, carvod stone bowls, mortars and postlos, pelishing
stoncs, and innumerable ond-notched pebblesy highly develeped work in bone
and sholl, including ongraved bonc beads and cccentrically shaped itcis
of shell: and by burial of infants and adults in flexecd position bencath
house floors and in rofuse heapss Ostoometric studics have net been
made, but from fiecld mcasurcments the group is thought to have been dol-
ichoceophalic, '

The predominating houscs of the La Junta focus arc roctangular
structurcs built in shallew or dcop pits, tho dimensions averaging aboub
11 by 14 feeta They often have adobe floers and cccasionally have low adebo
curbs around the floors. Houses arc oriented with the leong exls nprth
and south, and often have against the south wall a rectangular dlock of
adobe, possibly an Maltar". Houscs arc occasionally sct side by sido to
form castuwest alignments cf several rocmss Supcrstructures are of Jacale
construction; and scom to have beeon largely flat roofed with roof cn-
trances, Small round or oval pithouscs, probably of carth ledge or tipi
tyre, occurring in this focus arc thought to be intrusive from the caste
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The typical housc of the Comecpsion focus is a large rectangular
house built in a ghallow or doop pite Housos of this type average
about 24 by 28 fcet in sizes Floors arc of hard-packed rcfusc, and
the wells and supcrstructurc arc of jacalc constructlens They were
"flat roofcd and apparcntly hed roof contrancese As in tho La Junta for
cus, houses arc ofton grouped tozether in long cast-wost elignmonts of
sovoral housce, cithor in one pit or in contiguous pits, vhilec.the indi-
vidual houses arc orientcd north-souths. No adobe was used end the “al-
tar! of the carlicr structurcs is absonts Houscs of this type continuod
in usc into tho Conchos focus, vherc thoy gave way to surface jacalos
and structurcs of adobee |

Betwoon the roctangular houscs of the La Junta focus and thosc of
the Concorsicn focus thore is a stylistic gap that may ropresent a misse
ing foouse At the Loama Alte siteo there scoms to have been an actual per-
iod of no occupation between the two foecias Largo circular pithouscs
thought. to roprosent carth ledgos, though again with possible flat roofs
and roof ontrances, arc not woll placed in the scqueonce, and may belong.

" to this gap. Onc of those contained an adobe Maltar! similar to thoso .
of the La Junta focuse It is possible that the circular structurcs rop-
rosent an intrusive group from the cast that for a time brcke the devel-
opmont of the Brave Valloy aspccte In historical times the prescnec of
such o group, the Jumano, is known frem documentary sources and may be
indicatod by other archacological traitss For coxample, two sherds of an
engraved groy and black woro similar to Caddo-Hasinai warcs of northoast
Toxas were found in one ConcopGion foeus structure, a2s worc scveral sherds
of rod-washed btuff ware, possibly of Wichita origin. Also possibly in—
trusive is the Chinati warce of the Concepcion focus, a grey or browm waro
7ith 2 Woodland-liko shape, apparently with pointed bottom, wide ncok
and narroy mouth, Rim fillcts occasionslly occur, and vertical sbrie~
tiong on wvessel necks arc commonle

feramic and lithic studies are not yet complete, but a few cata are
known, Few if any locally made wares occur in the La Junta focus, vhich
was doninated by Southwestern influences. Polished red and brown weresy
with 2 rough grey or brown utility ware associated, characterize the Con-
cepcion focus, with the development c¢f a red-cn~brown ware at its close.
The Conchos focus is characterized ceramically by coarse unpolished red
and brown wares, red-on-brown, and wares showing Spanish influences Span-.
ish er llexican majolica ware is of frequent occurrence in this focus, and
three sherds of a ware originating in the Valley of llexico have been founds

ﬁoﬁal objects of European origin are found in the Ceonchos focuse A
Spanish coin dated in the 1750!'s was found in the Conches horizon at Shaft-
er 711,

The culfure appears to have had about equal'dependence upon agricul-
ture and huntings lany buffalo bones were founds
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Assignment of houses and artifacts to the various foci is based
en actual stratigraphy, house intersecctions, and upon objects associatw
ed with heusese (J. Charles Kelley)

(2) Caves on the Rio Grandes During the past two years Gecrge Ce
Martin of Torrell Vells and San Antonio has been cxcavating in caves
along the Rio Grande from Boquillas Canyen to the meuth of Tevils Rivers
¥oteworthy was tho occurrcnce of a Folsom point deep in the deposits of
a cave near Langtry. This point was associated with the erdinary arti-
facts of the cave eculture of that arcae In addition, considerable werk
has boon dene to the cast of the Big Bond (Mciullen, Wobdb, La Salle,
Atascosa, and Boxar counties), with special attentien being devoted to
sitos in the country occuried by the Coakuiltecan (Pakawan) tribess

inalysis of materials dorived from recent work, as well as of mater-
ials obtaincd during the past seventeen ycars, has beon carried on dur-
ing the past two years. Herc than a thousand photcgraphs have been mados
Theso will bo asscmbled into a scries of ten albums illustrating various
south and southwestern Texas cultures. {(George C. Martin)

El Paso Aroa

(1) El Pasos The luscum of the Gollogo of Mincs and lictallurgy at
¥l Pago continues to work in the El Paso phasc (Sayles)s Recont ficld
activities have been cencerned chiofly with burisl customs and dgolling
structures,

Tho burial customs secm to have becn rather crraticj somec burials are
intramral, but others have no definite rclation to individual dweclling
structurcse For instance, in some cases burials have been found under the
floor, ycbt ncar tho same dwelling skelctal remains were located in tho
opons It is hoped that further investigation will result iIn scme definite
conclusions concorning the burial customs of the EL Paso phascs

A special foature of tho housc floor has beon receiving attonticns
This 1s the adobe bleock on tho floor along the south wall of many housoss
As a rule the block is about 15 inchos long, 10 or 12 inches high, and 12
inchos wides In some cascs post holes occur on botn sides of the block.
Various inforprctations have bocn offereds The block mey have scrved as
& stop, though little if any woar can be debtectcds Some have suggestod .
that it may have beon an altare It is also possidlc that it may have sorve
cd some purposc in connection with cookings This last suggostion is sup—
ported by tho fact that there is usnally a smell adobo-linoed fire pit in
tho floor quite ncar tho blocks

In conncction with tho pottery associated with the E Paso phaso, it
has bcon found that approximstoly fifty percent of the EL Paso Polychromo
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pottery is in the form of large sterage ollese Somo of these vosscls arc
oxtreomoly largo, holding ten gallons or morce Rocontly scveral cffigy
vossols have been found that show striking roscmbloncos to Chihuwahua
varcss (Vs 5. Strain)

(2) Budspoth Ccunty. In the summer of 194C, 2 class in figld geole
ogy from Southern Methodist Unlversity, dirccted by Cleude Ce Mbritton,
Jre, ccmpleted a survey of the Finlay Meuntains, located in western Hud-
spoth County. During the course of this survey a cortain cmount ¢f archao-
ological werk was donee Data werc gathered on archacological materials
buried in olluvium, and a special study of lecal potroglyphs was Hadc,
cspocially from the point of viow cf their relatienship to the geological
problen of slope stabilitys

Hcerths Buried in Alluvial Fille Compogrande Draw end its trivutar—

ics drain tho weostern portion of the Finlay Mountainse Excepld whore con-
_fined between bedrock canyen walls, the branches of this cphomoral stroam
trench 2 serics of small slluvial flatse Iz thesc flats arroyo walls pro-
vido natural scetions through alluvium depesited during the most rocent
cyclo of ggeradeticns Hearths show in socticn ot several leealitics along
the drcwy the older hearths being at loast 7 foet below tho top of the al-
luvial Fille Teontatively the alluvium contoining tho hoarths may be core
rclated with the Kokernot formation of the Davis ilountainge 4An azccount of
tho problem is being prepared for publication by Roberd B. HcConnoll and
Je Ja Crim, :

Polreglyrhs as Oritoria for Stebility of Slopos Potroglyrhs aroc
found in sbundanec at noarly overy Indian compsite situatod on tho out-
crop of the (ox sandstone, a Crotaccous formation cxposed over wide arocas,
in the Finlay Hountainge Photographs and scaelo drawings of petroglyrhs at
two large eitos worc made by Dedd Osburn, David Troxlor, and Keith Walkors

One of these sitcs is of particular intercste It 1s o large comp—
sitc situatcd at the Wilkioc rench housc noar the westorn margin of the
Finloy kountains and oxbtends for soveral hundred yards aleng the reiativo—
ly stocp castorn face of & cucsta fronting Campagrande Drawe The rim of
the cuoste is supported by a thick stratum of hard sondstonec, and joint
blocks dotoched from this ledge littor the shaly slepes bolcws “Rotroat
of thc cucsta rim can occur only as blocks detachod from the sandstone
cap roll, slide, or crccp dotm the cucsta slopce In migrating dovmslope.
the blocks, somc of them housc-size, become tilfoed at vorious angles so
zs to form natural shcltorse That many of those shelters have been occu-~
picd is attested by middons situatod aleng their floors. The rocky faco
of the ecucsta rim is covered with petrcglyphs, showing that no widespreoad
detochmont of joint blocks from the cuegta cap has occurred sincc the
potrozlyphs, the oricntaticn of vhich indicates thet these blocks
have not roteted sincc the Indiens worked on thoms
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Tvidontly the boulder-protected slcre has boen essontially stable
during snd sincc its occupaticn by poople responsible for the drawingse
Pottory cclicefed from middens beneath vock sholters hes boen identie
fiod (El Paso Polychrome and related varcs, Chupadero Black-en-whitc,
end Turce Rivers Red-on-terracotta) ond dated as bolcrging to the in-
torval of 1200~130C A, D» Grentlng that the petroglyphs on the vells
of the sholtors were mede by the people responsible for tho pcttory in
the floor-middens, end thore is ovidenge to support this, the cuesta
rim ot the Wilkio ranch site has not retrcated by the width of ono joint
tleck during the past 500 or BCO yoorsas

In this and similar situations petroglyphs may afford data fer
meaguring the stability of bouldcr-protocted slopos in torms of ycars,
end for cstimating the rapidity with which slopes retreat by mass west—
ing- (Claudc Cs Albrittcn, Jr.)

HIGH PLAINS

Iubboek Aree

(1) Beginning in the latter part of July, 1939, the Tcxas Technew
logical Gcllege-WPA Archacological Projoct, undor the supcrvisicn of
Jooc Ben Wheat, began oxcavation of a sito some throo miles northyest of
Tubbocks Tho site is located in the alluvial £ill of an oxbow bend in
the Yellovhouse Conyons It was discevercd whon drcdging opcraticons con-
ductcd by tho City of Lubbeck revealed a stratum of clay conbtaining bones
of oxtinct animals and scveral Folsom end Yuma projechtilo pointse

Tronching in the sitc disclosed two cultural horizons. Those hori-
zons arc in dlstinet gcological stratae The later culture is in a layor
of alluvial znd acolcan sand and silt, and the clder culture is in &
stratun of highly indursted clays. Scparating the horizons is &n Ccros—
siongl disconformiiys

The matorisl culturc of the later phase is representod by projoct-
ilo points, scrapers, knives, drills, grinding implements, and hearths——
2ll typieal of a late Plains hunting~gathering poople associated i th
bones of the modern bisone Trade plcces of Chupadere Biack-on~hitc pot-
tory date this herigen between 1200 and 17CC As De

Tho older culturc is rerrescnted by scrapers, knioves, and a graver
associated with bones of oxtinct horsc and bison. All of thesc arti-
facts oppear in the Folsem complox, but since ne projectile points were
found in the cxeavaticn it scoms bost to rescrve Judgment as to culture
placement until morc cxcavatien has beon doncs

(2) The scoond sito excavated was a late Plains buried site oxposcd
in the bank of zn intormittent stroam tributary te Ycllovhouso Canyony
Jecabod some 16 milos southcast of Lubbocks This sito yiolded a number
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of artifacts, including projcetile points, scrapers, kmives, bone

avls ond tubos, ond a number of hearthss A large number of partially
articulated bisen skeolctons ssscelated with the hearbhs scoms to ro-
voal a buffalo Ykill" just prior to abandonment of the camps, Strati-
graphic data combined with dendrochronology give a dato of approximabe-
ly 600 yoors ago, which would be roughly contcmporancous with the late
vhase of site 1, describved abovos

In 2 small sholter overlocking this site was found a tundle burial
consisting of an adult femalc with infant. A large abalenc shell pon—
dont was associated with this burizls Considerable disturbanee by ro-
donts was indicatcds (Joc Ben Wheat).

MORTH CENTRAL TEXAS

Abilene Arca

(1) In January, 194C, the Texns Tochnelcgical Celloge-iPA Archoo—
ological Prcjoct, under the supervision of Joe Ben Wheat, begon oxcavo-
tion in sites loeated by Ir. Cyrus N. Ray of Abileno. The first site
to bo worked was the stratificd Hodges site in castern Jenoes County, con
the Olear Fork of the Brazes River, scme 20 miles north of Abileno. The
Hodges sito consistod of five habifaticnal levels ranging in dopth frem
5-1/2 to 22-1/2 feet bolow prescnt surfrnce levels 'he artifact yleld vos
small, but from the fourth level came onough matorial to rlace thig hori-—
zon tontatively in = complex extending to tho south. A preliminary repert
of this site was published in Volume 12 of the Bulletin of the Texas Archoe
ologlcal and Palocntological Soeictys

(2) Tho noxt site oxcavated by the projcct was on the W. 4. Myatt
ranch, scveral milcs dovmstrcam frem the Hedges site. The Hyatt site is
stratificd, two lovols of culturc being rcpreosenteds An sbundence of
knivos and scrapers and a fow projectilo points indicate that the uprer
horizon bolongs to tho Brazos River phasc of E. Bs Sayless. The lewor
level may belong to the same phose of culture as the fourth level at the
Hodges site, referred to above. :

(3} Following the oxcavation of the liyatt site, the projoct conecne
tratcd on the oxecavation of a number of buriel siftese. Data wrere sccurcd
from 2 sorics of scvenitcen burinlse.

ilorphologically thesc burials arc of the dolicheccephalic Abilono
man desecribod by Hooton and Hrdlitka. Culturally the burials apparont-
1y boleng to the peoples who inhabited the sand dune arca, lecally torie
ed the Ushinnery." Artifzets associated with the burials include spire-
lopped olivella shell beads, & bonc awl, and a thin, well-made triangu~
lar projoctilec point with lateral notches and scrrated cdgese This ypo
of point accurs consistontly in colloctiong from the sand dunc canpss
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The burials wsually occur on the lower limestone hills flanking
the Clear Fork of the Brazos River valley wherever there is sufficient
s0il to permit an excavation of three to five feet. They occur in cem-
etery groups of from two to ten or more bturials. 4 pit was scooped out
in the soil to a depth of three or more feet and the burizl was then
placed in a flexed or semi-flexed position, usually lying on the side,
though cccasionally in a sitting position, The pit occasionally was
lined with stone siabs forming a ciste. Bundle burlel was practiced,
and one cremation was found in the seriss. The taking of the lower man-
dible as a trophy may have been practliced, since in several of the bur-
ialg it had been removed prior io inhumaticn, Over the turials is plac-
ed a protective rock structure or cairn. These structures are made of
stones secured in the neighborhood. A peper on this burial complex is
under preparation.

(4} The project is at present excavating a site on the Triplett
rench, some eight miles south of Anson, Toxas, on the Clear Fork of the
Brazos Rivers The artifact complex is of the sand dune and the as-
soclated burials in ths site appsar to be of the type described aboves
{(Joe Ben Wheat)

MORTH TEXAS
Tallas Arca

During the past year the Dallas Archaeological Society hag becn make
ing a survey of Dallss County. This survey ig under the dlrection of
R, X. Harris, vice president of the society. The counly was divided into
four parts according to the county commissioners! districts, and some
member of the Soclety has charge of each one of these districts. For-
rest kirkland has tho southeast district, Tom Gwin the southwest dls—
trict, L+ Pe McElroy the northwost district, and Harris the northeast dis-
triet., Other members of the Society have beon placed under the supervi g~
jon of the above-named district heads, Hach district head and his work— .
ers covor the zssigned district, meke field maps of all gites located, fill
out the standard site forms as approved by the Council of Texas Archacolce.
gists, and collect all surface meterial on each site, To date seventy-
four sites have been located in Dallas County.

Since a complete study of the materials coclliected has not yet boen
made, it is not possible to present any dofinite conclugions about traits
present in cach site or gbout the grouping of sites. However, & superfic-
jal survey of those matcrials doos indicabe the following. (1} Most pot-
tory sites aro located in the ocastorn half of the county and most non=
pottory sites arc in the wostorn half, with tho Elm Fork of the Trinity
River apparently the dividing lines (2) The pottery sites yield potiery
snd flint ertifacts which indicato a close affiliation with Bast Toxas
Caddo sitese (3) Ono sito has been found vhich hes produced tho Waco type
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of "sinker". (4) Sevoral sites in the southern half of the county have
flint artifacts made from a variety of flint which is common in the
Waco aroa to the south.

The Society plans to publish the resulis of this survey as scon as
it can bte comploteds {(R. X. Harrig)

Porgun Kingdom Basin

A WPA-University of Texas Archacological Project, direccted by George
R, ¥ox and Wesley L. Bliss respectively, has recently completed the ex- .
cavation of a number of sites on the upper Brazos River west of Fort
Worth. Most of theso sites are in the area tc be inundated by wabers im-
pounded by the Possum Kingdom dame One of these sites, known as the Har-
rell site, may be selected as representative of most of the sites exca~
vatod. It is located at the junction of the Clear Fork of the Brazos with
the Brazos proper and consists of & midden that lies on a terrace just
above the present high-water mark of the twe streams. Although an ear-
lier horizon, in the form of a decply buried hearth area, is represented
at this site, i% yielded no artifacts and thus can receive but little con-
sideration. This discussion refers only to the uppermost horizon.

Apparently this locality was 2 choice spody for the cultural debris
was noarly four feet in thickness and yielded over 150 hearths, some di-
rectly superimpcsed over others. Thirty-two burials were scattered over
one portion of the sites. All the evidence points toward successive oc—.
cupation of the site by various groupse. Artifacts of stone and bone are
abundant, shell less so, though large quantities of mussel shells ocour-
red throughout the deposit,

Projectile points fall intc two size groups, one small, the other
large, with the smaller being the more numerous. These small points ine
clude all of the small types represented in Cyrus ¥, Rayls Small Scraper,
Sand Dune, and "Potiery Complex! cultures (see articles in the Bulletin
of tho Texas Archeological and Paleontological Society), as well as in
the Wichita Fhase of E. Bs Sayles (&n Archaeological Survey of Texas) e
The larger points include the beveled blade points of Ray's Sand Dune .
Gulture, some of Sayles! Wichita, and alsc types that sppear in varlous
Central Texas Cultures {Clecar Fork of Ray, Round Rock and Edwards Flat-
cau of Sayles)s These latter Central Mexas points cccour at the same
levels as the smaller points.

Knives are chiefly leaf-shaped or triangular in outline, tut somo
four—cdged boveled lmives occur. Drills are small and stermed ag a ruley
though a few large drills of Central Texas type are presenits Gravers are
fairly common and are made from small floakes with one or more beaked
points. Scrapers are predominantly of the snub-nose end-scraper types
many of thom very small-—wthe thumb-nail variety described in Ray!s Small
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Seraper culture of tho Abilene regions Serrated flakes or "gaws" are
present. Two gouges are to be noted, one of which is the Clear Fork

typo of Rays Pipes aro chiefly of stone and of the elbow type. Two

small flat stone celts may be mentioned.

ilanos are fairly uniform in shape, most of them being sub-rechtang-
ular in outline, with abrasion indicated cn both facess A few are pit-
teda lotates are chiefly oval or sub-rectangular slabs, usually worn
on only onc face.

Shell is most common in the form of mussel shells, whole or frag-
mentary. Quite common are mussel shells with perforations, both large
and snalls also pleces of shell that are presumably remnants, the migs-
ing parts evidently having been removed for uses Some Ugpoons! are pros-—
ent. 4 few shells have dentate or serrate edgess Disk heads of shell
are prosent but nct numerous. Other heads are of olivella, bird bones,
crinoild stems, and glasse

Bone artifacts are also plentiful and include awls of deer ulnac
and motapodisls, rib spatulas, musical rasps, and incised bone tubes,
Bison scapula digging implements are indlcated by fragments showing bov-
eled edgose Antler was used for handles and knapping toolss

Pottery wes in common use, as shown by sherds, though thege do not
appeer in great guentities. Pottery seems to have been chiefly of a.
fairly uniform plain ware, the color renging from dark grey to tan and
brovm. Temporing meterisls are grit, shell, or perhaps calclum Phog—
phate! abundance of tempering material is typicale. Only a fow sherds
show decoration; these exhibit incising, light stippling, finger-nail.
marking, and pinched nodos. Forms secm to be chiefly pots and bowls;

a fow sherds indicate everted rims. A4 small number of Furcpean crock-
ory sherds ars present.

Other Buropean objects include glass beads and bits of coppe¥ 0
jects. These are not numerous, but their distribution in the midden do-
posit appears to offer conclusive proof of the historic date of at least
the lattor part.of the occupation. :

The thirty-two burials show considorable uniformity of burlal cus-
tome Most burials were flexed and oriented in a westerly directions
Some wore covercd by stones in the manner of Reyls stone ecist burials. _
of the Abilene region (sec Wheatl!s roport)s Very fow artifacts wero as-
gocizted with thesc burials——a bone awl, a scraper, two projectile points,
and somc musscl shellse As a wholo the skeletal material is in poor ocon-
.dition, but Dr. ilarcus S. Goldstein roports that all measurable skulis
are dolichocephalic, ’

It is disappointing that no evidencecs of houses werc reportod. %ln
though complete analysis of the artifacts has not been made, it is evie
dent thet most of tho artifacts indicate a late Plains type of cul turo,
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protohistoric and historic in dato. then a publighed roport of this
sitc appearsy it will undoubtedly bring into focus the late culiures
of the Contral and North Toxas regions that have beon roported by,
Ray, Sayles, Pearce, Jackson and otherse This site will alsp throw
considorableo light on the probleom of Wichita archaeclogy in Texass
(T. M. Campboll)

CETRAL TEXABS
Waco Area

Conclusions Based on Recent Work. In recent years the Central )
Texas Arcneological Society of Waco has beon active in an area that in-
cludes all the territory within a radius of 70 miles of the city of Wacoe
Mis arca is drained by two river systoms, the Brazos snd the Trinity,
about ninety percent of it being drained by the former gsystem. The
northeast-southwost trond of the Balcones fault system divides the area
in half., To the west arc the hills of the Comenchean Cretaccous Grand
Prairics; to the cast are tho black lands of the Upper Cretaceocus, with
numercus gravel beds overlying much of the area. :

The Brazos River, cubtting through the Balcones at Waco in a southe
easterly direction, bisects the region into distinet cultursl areas. In
parly prehistoric times the Brazos was a main artery of traffic, but in.
later times it formed a boundary line between the outposts of a western
prairic hunting culture and an castern semi~agricultural culture emanaf—
ing from the iississippi valley.

Although the details are not yct clearly worked out, thero ig cnough
data to indicate a tentative bdroad cultural sequence for the arcay as
follows: {1) A historic and late prehistoric somi-agricultural pottery
horizon, roprosonted in its final stages by membors of the faddo and pro-
Gaddg)groups; (2) an intermediatc or pre~pottery horizon, typologically.
relafed $o the lower levels of the Central Toxas burnt-rock middens
(Pearce) and to the rock sheltor cultures; and (3) an carly horizon rop-
rescnted by the high terrace occupations at a time vhen climatic condi~
tions were different from tho present.

The oldest cultures arc found in the camps on tho high gravel ter-
races, tho most recent in those camps along the present banks of the
stroans. Msny of these latter sites may be identified through historiecal
referoncess

Froquency of occurrence of campsites increcasecs as onc loaves the
Brazos River, both to the east and to the west, with a thinly populated
arca following along the river and a denser occupancy ab a distanco of
fiftoon to twonty-five niles from the river, suggesting, with referenco
to the late or pottery horizon campsites, more or less of a fno-man's
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land" or truce belt, where permenent residence was at best esomewhat in-
secure, This condition does not apply to the earlier occupations,

Several different types of sites are known in the Waco area. These
consist of surface camps, small meounds or burnt-rock middens, caves or
rock shelters, and burled camps.

The surface camps are by far the most numerous and indicate the den~
sest occupancy to have been sleng the small black-land streams east of the
Brazos River, and they also give evidence that this periocd of densest
population occurred during late prehistoric times.

The small mounds or burnt-rock middens are confined almost complete-
1y to the area west of the Brazos, These sites have large inclusions of
burnt rock and ashes, West of the river these inclusions are limestone
slabs: east of the river, in the few sites where burnt rocks are pres-
ent, they are quartz and guartzite boulders. A few mounds contain no
burnt rocks and were used for burial,

The rock shelters are found along the canyon walls of the streams
west of the Brazos and have been used for living as well as for burial
purposes, Certain shelters indicate only one occupancy, while others
were occupled at several different times. Mo shelters are found east
of the river.

Buried camps are to two types: those buried with their inclusions
of charcoal and ashes in place, as when last occupied, and located on or
within a short distance of the downthrown sides of Balcones fault blocks;
the others are masses of buried materials gradually undercut by erosion
or shifted downstream by heavy flood waters. These latter materials are
the source of much confusion in determining occupational sequences.

The artifacts of the area are of types that indicate either semi-
agricultural or hunting cultures. In addition to the ordinary artifacts
associated with such cultures, ceremonial and problematical objects also
oceur, Many of the types are common in other areas, though some are pe-
culiar to this area. TFrequently specimens clearly intrusive from ad- '
joining areas are found. '

Only e small number of excavations with adequate recording have
been made, Most of this work has been done by members of the Central
Texas Archeologicel Society, either in groups or individually. The area
is rich in poseibilities. Thue far only a beginning has been made.
{Frank H, Watt).

Austin Area

During the past few years a WPA-University of Texas archaeclog-
ical project has been excavating sites in the Colorado River valley west



CTA Newsletter 26(2) [TT] Page 24

13

and northwest of Austin, These may be considered in the order of
their excavation. '

Dies Burnt-Rock Midden. A large burnt-rock midden on the Jack
Dies Ranch, Travis County, was excavated from QOctober 1 to November 20,
1938, The work was in charge of Kal Oberg. At places the midden de—
posit was 7 1/2 feet deep. Oberg described three distinctive, well-marked
gtrata as follows:

"Stratum I, red clay and burnt-rock, Resting immediately
on limestone bedrock there was a layer of red clay mixed with
burnt and unburnt limestone fragmente*** The stones and a
red clay formed a tightly packed mass difficult to break with
a pick. The red clay and burnt rock never reached the maxi-
mim width of the mound., The greatest depth of this stratum
was 24 inches.

"Stratum II, grey burnt-rock. The second stratum was made
up of burnt limestone fragments and scil mixed with grey ash.
This layer was more loosely packed.*** It was the thickest
of the three strata, reaching in places a depth of 48 inches.

PStratum IIT, black burnt-rock, This layer formed the top
of the mound, bveing practically without a humus covering.
Throughout it was composed of tightly packed burnt-rock frag-
ments, interspersed with biack, charcoal-bearing soil, This
layer formed the maximum extent of the mound and varied in
depth from 10 to 30 inches.'

Three burials were exhumed, Two were those of adults and one was
gn infant., The infent and one adult were at the bottom of the upper
level, apparently representing late burials. The other was in the low-
est level and se~ms to have been buried before the materials of the
middle level accumulated. All the graves were stone-covered, the adults
with fairly large limestone slabs resting over the skeletons. The in-
fant was in a circle of smaller stones and wes covered with other small
slabs. All skeletons were fully flexed,

Accompanying the infant, near the neck, were parts of two shell or-
naments., With one adult, at the top of the skull, was a triangular flint
knife. With the other, also at the top of the skull, was a projectile
point with a constricted tang end rudimentary bards, All the skeletal
material was in a very poor state of preservation.

Booker Burnt—Rock Midden. A nearby midden, on the Booker place, in .
the edge of Williamson County, was next excavated by Oberg. It was lo-
ceted on a hill, and consisted of much grey ash with some burnt rock.

Wo evidence of stratification was apparent, and the entire level was much
like the middle level in the large Dies midden. Two burials were found,
both in & semi-~flexed position and without accompanying artifects.
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Roy Dcep Sites The excavation of a deeply buried site in a ter-
race of the Colorado River, in Travis Oounty, occupied a period of five
monthse A brief account of that work appeared in Volume 11 of the Bull-
etin of the Toxas Archeclogical and Paleontologlcal Society, 1939.

Law Burnt-Rock Midden, From May 5 to August 29, 1939, the project
excavated onc large and two small burnt-rock middens and an adjacent
campsite on the Law Brothers place in Travis County. Wosley L. Bliss
had charge of the works

Two hearths, made up of single layers of closely-speced fragments
of burned limestone, were found in the campsite adjacent to the concenw
trated burni-rock midden, The hoarths werc at comparatively shallow
depths and showed no cvidence of great age.

Tro human buriels and a third possible one were exhumed. All fhroe
worc in, or beneath, cist-liko rock encleosures or coverings. Two con-
tainecd fragmentary bones, the other had no bones remaining. Of the defm
inito burials both wore adults, one fully flexed and the other semi-
floxeds Ono was with tho head up, facing southweost{ the other had tho
head to the northoast. No artifacts accompanied the burials, One com-
tained some ash and scattered burnod bonese

Tith rogard to a culture oldor than the burnt-rock middens, Bliss
stated as followss '

¥There is ne doubt that an older culture layer exisfed
below the burmt-rock arcase Just how much lapse of time oo~
curred between these two separate occupations of the site
would be difficult to say. The fill vhich occurred betwoen
the two culturc zones may have taken some btime to be deposite
cds Again, this deposition may have been rather rapids. This
eould oasily be the case if water {from the creek) rcached a
sufficiently high level to cause siltings That such fiocod
stages did occur is shown by one profile, whore gravel was
depositod abcve the burnt-rock zone« Underlying the main
burnt~rock midden was a thin layer of burnt rock with clay
and snail shells both above and below ite This layor is thus
older then the tmound' proper, which was exposed on the sur-
facos In one section were two separate layers of burnt rocke
Those indicate two periods of occupation, with some lapso of
time between periods.t

At this site deer and bison seem to have beon the chicf source of
aninmal foods Vory few musscel shells wore present in the midden., This
was in striking contrast to the condition in certain sites on the Col-
orado River, whore thousands of shells were found.

Two flakes of obsidian were found. Such discoveries are rare in
the Central Texas arcé. '
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As common in such sites, many flint artifacts were found; but a
large percentage of the specimens came from the campsite surrounding
the burnt-rock midden,

Bliss makes the following statement regarding projectile point
types:

"In the lower strata, a higher percentage of projectile
points with expanded base was found than normal for the
mound proper. This indicates that theses are an older type;
or, at least, were made to & greater extent at an earlier time
than were the indented base and constricted base fypes.™

A labtoratory examination of the artifacts showed an unusually
large percentage of projectile points with beveled stems end blades.
The beveled specimens, representing ten percent of the projectile points,
scem to have been largely concentrated in the central midden at depihs
of 10 to 20 inches.

Ocourring at this site with unusval frequency were sione pendants
and boat-shaped artifacts or so-called atlatl weights.

Sandy Oreek Sites. The Central Texas field crew spent eleven
monthe excavating large and lmportant village sites at and near the June~
tion of Sandy Creek with the Colorado Biver in Travis County. These
sites are in the basin created by Marshall Ford Dam and are now inundat-
ed by impounded waters, At various times this crew was headed by George
R, Fox, Wesley L. Bliss, William A, Duffen and J, Charles Eelley.

Tox excavated a shallow midden deposit on top of a mesa in the tri-
angle between the river and creek. The excavation was taken to bedrock,
which lay at a depth of less than three feet. An outstanding feature
was the presence of thousands of fresh-water mussel shells, suggesting
that the mussel was a very lmportant item of food. A few potsherds were
found on the surface and in the upper few inches of the deposit. The en-—
tire deposit seemed tc be comparatively recent.

The most important work at the Sandy Creek sites consisted of the
deep tests, One of these, on the Sandy Creek side of the terrace, was
gstarted by Bliss and completed by Duffen, The other, on the Colorado
River side of the terrace, was started by Duffen and completed by Kel-
ley.

A test trench, dug under the supervision of Bliss, revealed three
buried burnt-rock middens, 3Blise states:

"A fire hearth was found at the five-foot level and 2 1/2
feet below & burnt-rock mound, Later ancther hearth was
found below the burnt-rock mount level*** TFragments of
burnt rocks and charcoel were found &t the 15-foot level.
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There were three gravel layere between the surface and
the 15~foot level. These were probably caused by flood
stages of Sandy Creck*** As the site is on the flood
plain of both Sandy Creek and Colorado River, there may
have been some redeposition of cultural remaine. This is
suggested by the scattered burnt rocks that are found con-
solidated within the gravel.

"The age of some of the deep deposits may not be very
much clder than that of the burnt-reck mounds, as the rate
of deposition by stream action, expecially on river flood
plains, may be very rapld in some cases, *** However, the
burnt-rock mounds are less than two feet from the surface.
These factors show that deposition has not been rapid eince
the site was occupied by the people who deposited these
mounds, "

The test was carried on by Duffen %o the 20-foot level, but be-
tween 15 and 20 feet no charccal or other evidence of man was found,

Devils Hollow Buried Site, A small buried site on Devils Hollow
was dug by Fox., The burnt-rock midden was buried benmcath 4 1/2 feet of
gravel and humus, Beneath the burnt-rocks was a level of red gandy »~

clay.

The upper level of brown humus was sterile. In the compact gravel
were flint artifacts, flakes, seversl broken manos, a plece of ochre
and many Lmssel shells.

There were nearly twice as many artifacts and flakes in the 20~inch~
thick burnt-rock midden as in the 40-inch-thick gravel layer above. The
finds included projectile points, knives, fist axes, manos and part of
a metate., One of the manos was of the edged type. The sandy clay for
10 inches below the burnt-rock level contained artifacts, flakee and
shells. Most of the projectile points in the gravel above the burnt-
rock midden were of different types from those in the two lower levels,

In this connection it is interesting to note that projectile points
with expanding etem and deep basal U-chaped concevity came from the up-
per occupational level in this site; and, likewise, from next to the
upper level in a series of seven archaeological levels in a deep site ex-—
cavated by Kelley. (A, T. Jackson)

GULE COAST

Morhiss Site

The Morhiss site is located six miles south of Victorla, Vicioria
County, on the east side of the Guedalupe River, approximately cne quarter
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mile from the present stream channel. This site, which has frequent-
1y been referred %o &5 a meund, is really a large midden rosting on a
remnant of an old terrace of the Guadalupe. It now stands well above
flood waters.

This site was complebely excavated by a University of Toxag-TPA
project, under the supervision of William A, Dauffen. Work was begun in
October, 1938, and was terminated in February, 1940, some forty labor-
ere being employed during this period.

The midden has an elevation of 20 feet, is about 475 feet long and

200 feet wide. In cross section the following strata esre observable:
(1) at the top, & lenc-shaped black midden deposit varying in thickness
from six inches to ten feet; {2) below it, and conforming to the base of
the midden, & transitional layer representing the old ferrace surface,
which ranges from a mere trace to one foot in thickness; (3) below this,

" the materials making up the river terrace——caliche, sand, gravel and
clay, occurring in bodies, lenses, and strise. From thls lower terrace
material cane the foesilized remalns of marmoth, horse, camel, sloth,
bison, deer, turtle, end alligator, These remains were not articulated,
but were in a scattered condition, generally only a few bones of the
same individual Deing found. This seems to represent a secondary de-.
posit. Apparently thege materials were not transported any great dis-
tance, since the bones are in excellent condition. .

Some .5,400 artifacts were remeoved during the course of excavations,
These were scattered all the way from the old terrace material to the
modern surface of the midden. :

In one case a knife blads of unusual form and material was found
7] inches below the fosgilized bone of a carel. Intrusion seems unlike-
1y, due to the sealed in condition of both erticles in question. In two
ingtances projectile points of unusual form were found in the semi-con-
solidated mass of the transitional leached zone, A true chemical alter-
ation or patination had teken place, leaving but a thin core of the orig-
inal stone.

Two hundred and nineteen burials were recorded. These can be di-
vided into two groups: (1) those in which the remeins are highly miner-—
alized, and {2) those which do not show chemical elteration. The re-
mains of the first group were either bundle burials or tightly flexed
burials. No definite orientation or disposal could be established.
Marginelle shell beads were found with burials of this group, and when
poendants were found they were of shell end were triangular in cutline.
Burizls of the second group were either fully or partially extended on
the side, back or face. A4 few tightly flexed buriels were present, but
the bones were not mineralized; these did not appear to belong to the
first group. Artifacts assoclated with burials of this second group
consisted of shell pendants of various shapes, beads of bird bone and
columella of the conch, and well worked blades. In all cases where burial
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stratigraphy was present, the unmineralized remains were always above
those of the other group, and in disturbed cases it was always the min—
eralized form that gave way.

Ethnological affiliations have not been attempted, but some horlzons
have been established., These are tentative in character, however, gince
analysis of the artifacts has not been completed, The following sc-
guence may be outline:

Period Phase Characteristics
Historic (7) {;7 Surface., Pottery, small serrated
points, bannerstone,
6 Corner-tang knives, Large flint
blades.
Late Prehistoric
Percussion and pressure flaking
5 technigue, Many forms of projeci-

ile points and shell artifacte.
Won-mineralized burials.

Percussion technique., High keel-
backed gouges. Mineralized bur-

Middle Prehistoric ials.

Percussion technique. Concave-
base gouge dominant,

o

Highly patinated points found in

Eariy Prehistoric transitional zone.

Association of artifacts with fos-—
sil remains.

="

(William A. Duffen)

EASTERN TEXAS

Northeagt Texas

Hatchel Site., A WPA-University of Texas archaeologicel unit ex~
cavated in the vicinity of Texarkana from November 1, 1938, to August
25, 1939, on the A, J. Hrtchel place, Bowie County. During that time
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a large earthen mound and adjacent cemeteries were excavated under
the direction of William C. Beatty, Jr.

The mound, 190 X 145 x B0 feet, was located on what seemed to be
en old channel of Red River about a mile from the present gtream, The
site was part of an extensive village, perhaps related to other mound
and village groups within a radius of three miles, The entire area,
which containe nine or more mounds, shows evidence of long—continued
occupation by fairly large numbers. The Hatchel mound had long served
as & place of refuge for livestock in periods of overflow,

On top of the mound grew & large vurr oak %ree which had rings in-
dicating an age of 170 years., There was no evidence of Eurcpean con-
tact,

The mound was not a burial structure, but a trunoafed pyrapid of
the house-mound type. Only four burials were found in the entire mound.
Three of these were infants and one was an intrusive adult burial,

Eight floors were found in the upper 18 feet of the mound. The
presence of so many floors in = small vertical area suggests that after
each pericd of occupation, and possible burning of the house, more soil
was added and another floor prepared for building purpcses. Beneath the
eighth floor was a primary mound of smeller proportions, at each end of
which had been fills to emlarge for the next flecor. The primary mound
secmed %o have = ramp, or slanting approach, at the scuih center.

The lower pert of the mound coneisted of two different structural
stages. Most of the lower levels were almost sterile as compared with
the evidences of materisl culture found on the upper floors, The origi-
nal mound was erected on a portion of the largs, comperatively level vil-
lage site, and not on a natural elevation.

Each floor contained from cne to three house sites, outlined by
post molds, Of twenty houses, fifteen were roughly circular in shape.
They ranged in eize from 10 to 49 feet, wilth an average dianeter of
about thirty feet. A number of houses had protruding entranceways three
to four feet wide and ebout five feet long, as indicated by post molds,
Of fourteen definite entranceways, 57% were to the southeast, 22% to
the south, 14% to the east, and 7% to the northwest. Wattle, apnarently
from burned clay roofs, was present in four of the houses. There was 1no
evidence of e large central supporting post in any house.

Seven housee contained fire pits, while three others had deposits
of ashes without definite pits, Most of the fire pits were near the cen-
ters of the houses. ZNight houses had storsge pits, some with two or
three such pits contalning rubbish. '
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The topmost floor contained a house at the east and west ends, a
large storage pit in the nerthwest corner. Between the two houses was
a Mcompound-like" ares that may have contained drying racks or lean-to
shelters, as indicated by post molds.

On the sixth floor from the top was a central house with an_almbst
perfect entrencewsy to the south, It consisted of seventeen well align-—
ed holes, some of which contained the remains of cedar poste.

At the west end of, and beneath, the mound on the old village lev—
el was & large circulsar house site, divided by =& partition intdo two
Rrooms,

Aside from the grave goods, consisting mostly of pottery vessels
and many scabtered petsherds, the material culture was scantily repre-
sented in the mound., The preojectile points, mostly small, were of the
stemmsd and unstemmed varietles; the former had expanded and contracted
stems, the latter had siraight and concave bases. A cache of sixteen small
trisngular pointe lay in =2 heap.

Many fragmentary pipee were found, as well as an occasional broken
vessel, Two unusually large polished stone celts were on the floor very
near each other, Among the ornaments wers bear—tooth pendants and a tur-
quocise bead.

In addition to the seemingly significant practice of burying infants
1n the mound, other facts suggest that this large mound may have been the
gbode of important individuele and their families. There also remains
the possibility of the mound having been the location of a "town house”
or so—called temple,

As indicated by Beatiy, the mound suggests the division of its
growth into five periods. The first represented the occupation of the orig-
inal village that later was covered by the mound. This consisted of two
additions, the lower of which may have been merely a clay base for the
next higher additien, The third period, consisting of end additions to
the mound and the erection of five additional floors, may be called the
pericd of large occupatbional levels, The fourth 1s a period of emaller
occupational levels, and includes the last three floors added to the
meund, The final pericd, since abandonment by the Indians, shows the
results of flcods, ercsion and heavy wind deposit.

A fow hundred feet to the east of the large mound were exhumed six-
feen burials with which were deposited sixteen crude pottery vessels and
one clay pipe. The depths of the graves ranged from four to forty inches.
There was no evidence of European contact, and the skeletal material was
in a very poor state of preservation. These facts, coupled with the
crudeness and scarcity of pottery, suggest that the burials may have been
early prehistoric.
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In a village site tc the southeast of the mound three burials
were found:; and to the southwest of the mound were ten other burials.
This made z total of twenty-nine graves adjacent to the mound, with
only four in it, There probably are other burials in the nearby field,
where no excavation was done due to farm operations,

Among the pottory fragments from the Hatchel site was one rim
sherd different from all others, It has a flat rim with two incised
iines in the lip of the rim. This 1s suggestlve of a certain ware from
Louisiena reported by J. A. Ford,l

Paul Mitchell Cemetery. A burial site was discovered a number of
years ago on the Paul Mitchell place on McKinney Bayou, one nile south
of the Hatchel mound, Bowie County. Many skeletons are said to have been
destroyed while building a levee at that place. Consideradle digeging
subsequently was done by local amateurs. A WPA-University of Texas crew
excavaeted the remainder of the cemetery from November 1C, 1938 tco January
10, 1939, A. M. Woolsey was in charge,

Fifiy-seven burisls were exhumed. They were in an extended position,
and the majority were criented with the head to the southeast, The graves
were aboul 6 x 3 feet and had an average depth of 30 inches, Most of the
cskeletal material was in a good state of preservation.

There were mom mortuary offerings in the graves, the pottery was
of a better workmanship and more ornately decorated than at the nearby
Hatchel cemetery. There was, hovever, no svidence of Xuropean contact,
These factes indicate that the Mitchell burials are more recent than those
at the Hatchel place, but that they are not historic,

In all of the burials at the Mitchell place many smasll pieces of
charcoal were found in the greve fill., This probably resulted frem the
use of fire in the burial ceremonies,

In one grave wae what appeared to be a food offering for the dead.
One of the three pottery vessels, & small black jar, had inside—-and out-
gide near the nmouth-~the bones of a squirrel. The grave also contained
a clay pipe, two bone needles, a polished stone celt, a flint scraper,
and twelve small pieces of deer hoof.

Outstanding specimens recovered from this buriasl site included an
earthenware pipe of the so-called T-shape, with a delicate bowl and a
long stem thet extended to the rear of the bowl; an ornately worked shell
gorget; and five bone arrowpoints with definite stems, (A. T. Jackson)

Y¥ord, J. 4., Ceramic Decoration Sequence at an 014 Indian Village
Site Near Sicily Island, Louisiana, Anthropological Study Fo. 1, Louis-
iana Geological Survey, New Orlesns, 1935, pp. 15, 25.
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Central Eagt Texas

Alto Mound., Approximately six miles southwest from Alte, Cherckee
County, Texas, is a large level terrace on which were originally located
three mounds and an extensive village which undoubtedly covered most of
the level area. The terrace is enclosed by low, tree-covered hills to
the north, Bowles Creek to the west, a timbered slope down %o the Neches
River to the south, and timbered marshland and small spring-fed creeks
to the esst. The mounds lie well toward the southern end of the terrace,
sbout a mile from the river. Two of these have been destroyed: one,
oval in shape, having been plowed until only a low rise can now be seen;
and the other, a smoller conical mound, having been gutted by convict labor
many years ago. No records were kept of specimens found in these, if any.
The third, and probably the largest, mound (250' x 150' x 16') and a limited
srea of the village immediately surrounding it constitutes the site known
as ET-221, now being excavated.

Work on such a large site was made possible by a Work Projects Adminis~
tration project sponsored by the Department of Anthropology, The University
of Mexes. The field work is being done by fifty-odd laborers under the
supervision of Perry Newell.

In the village area S5-inch levels are used with 10-foot sections, and
in the mound proper 5-foot profiles in 10-foot sections are used.

The cultural level of the village area, 8 to 12 inches in thickness,
is covered by several inches of blown sand. Near the mound, wash has buried
it to a greater depth. Flowing has cut into the top of the village stratum,
scattering artifacts over the surface and destroying the floors of most of
the houses. Twenty-iwo house outlines have been found so far, all circular
except one which had straight sides and disgonal corners. None has shown s
definite entrenceway., They vary from 20 to 50 feet in dismeter. A4 few had
center posts, but the mejority did not. House walls were probably of woven
switCh—-cane matting, charred fragments of which have been found. Two houses
were covered deeply enough to escapc the plow, end their floors were intact.
One of these was a typical round house with floor of packed earth stained
black with charcosl and littersd with broken pottery and deer bones, It
had a center post located in the fireplace. The other was a unigue struc—
ture, a shallow depression lined with clay and burned to about the same
hardness as an old-fashioned red brick., This house also has a center post,
and in eddition, has five large inner posts and apnroximately 150 snall
supporting posts set just outside the rim in a deep, narrow trench. Many
specinens were found on the fioor of thie house. Little work has yet been
done -on three houses on this same level but lying under the nound.

The mound, which is somewhat "L"-shaped, is divided into two main
tuilding stages. The primary mound stood about 9 feet above the village,
part of which it covered. It had a level surface at that height, end at
least one house, now being excavated, was built on that eurface., This
house is neerly round, has a large fireplace, and there is some evidence
thet either it had a double wall for at least part of its circumference,
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or that there were two overlapping houses. The dianeter is about 27
feet, At some later tine an additional 6 to 7 feet was added to the
meund. Both parts of the nound were formed by innumerable small loads
of brightly colored sands and cloys, ranging in color from whilte to
yellows, browns, and deep reds, and in material from pure sand to pure
clay, with all possible combinatlcons., In general, the material in the
prinmary nmound is darker in color, changing abruptly to lighter colors
with fewer lenses in the secondary nound.

Specinens seem to be sinilar throughout the site, and there are no
apparent differences between those in nound and village. They are found
from surface down te the underlying barren red clay. Except for snall
groups of artifacts, or concentrations on house floors, there secms to be
ne great variatlon in frequency in either a vertical or a horizontal plane.
Pottery feorms the great majority of 211 specinens found, snd shows wide
variation, Decoration patterns on rims consist mainly of paraliel incised
lines; opposed series of dlagonal lines leaving plain or punctate-filled
triangular areas between the series; parallel incised lines with rows of
fingernail gouges between; fine diagonal or vertical striations; and curvi-~
linear designs. In cross-section rims are predoninantly rounded, but a con~
siderable number have flattened lips, sone of which are incised., Body
sherds are chiefly plein, but heavy fingernail gouging, vertical incised
lines, and curvilinear designs occur., Stone work is ccnfined chiefly %o
scrapers and projectile points, although a few fragments of ground stone
have been found, as well as several nanos and so~called "fire-stones®,
Scrapers are crude, nostly flakes which have been retouched on one edge.
The projectile points range from rather fine points of snall size to large,
crudely chipped peints with rudinentary barbs, and a few large, rather
carefully chipped "fish-tail" blades. Traits less apparcnt than those
mentioned have not yet been studied, No worked bone has been found, Evi-
dences of food are rare, but charred corn-cobs, charred nuts, occasional
miseel shells, and deer bones are present., o burials have been found in
this site,

Any accurate conparison of specinens fron this site with those fron
other sites will have to await leboratory analysis, but there are sone
striking sinilarities already apparent betwsen pottery decorations here
and some specinmens found in Coles Creek culture sites in Louisiana.?® The
Najority of decoration patterns, however, secen to be typicelly Caddoan.
Both of these suggest an casterly affiliation, but conclusions will neces-
garily be indefinite until work is cormpleted. (Perry Wewell)

2
Ford, J. A., ope, cif., p. 36, types 5a and 5b,
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GENERAL, RECORNAISSANCE

During the past two years G. E, Arncld hes spent practically his
entire time doing reconnaissance work for The University of Texas-WPA
Archaeclogical ProJect, About ten months were spent in meking a sur-
face survey of the Possunm Kingdon Lake basin along the Brazos River in
Young and Palo Pinto Counties in North Texas, One month was devoted to
work 1ln Leon County, Jjust west of the Trinity River. More than a year
has been spent in central and lower Fast Texas.

Work in the Possum Kingdom Loke basin was of importance because it
represented a virgin archacological area and because the sites will scon
be inundaied, Among the accomplishements of thls area was the discovery
of potsherds that suggest an intrusion from the north. These sherds are
of a blackish-grey ware, heavily temmered with grit and fair sized gravels,
and with a textured exterior that seems to have been produced by textile
or nat imprints, GSherds of this type, whils fairly nuperous in the Texas
Panhandle, ere relatively scarce in this BrazZos River region, and do noct
seenn to occur further south.

In this basin were also found potsherds showing intrusions from the
Northeast Texas pottery region. At one site was single sherd very sug-
gestive of Apache ware such as le sometimes found in extrene West Texas.
Cne of its distinctive features is e zigzag arrangement of flat-topped
epplied nodes,

Trade relations are indicated by the presence of some obsidian fronm
the west and of the beautlfully colored "Alibates flint" or agatized dolo-
mite from the quarries along the Canadian River in the Texas Panhandle.

Reconnaissance in the East Texas reglon has been confined to those
areas where no archaeological work previously hag been done. Particular
attention has been paid to the pottery from these areas. Historic records
have been searched and an attempt made to correlate history and archaeoclogy.
One phase of this work hes been an exanination of sites occupied by the Ala-
bana (Alibasm) and Koasati Indians shortly after they cane to Texas from
Louisiana, Some of the pottery, concerning which there has been doubt, now
ecens to tie up with this intrusion,

In Crange and Jefferson Counties, on the Gulf coast, Arnold is find-
Ing nany exteneive shell middens in the swanp areas near the mouth of the
Neches River and other streams. Many features found here seen %o be mch
like the findings of Henry B. Collins, Jr.,3 whe in 1826 investlgated sites
along the Loulsiana Gulf Coast. Some of the sites seem to be those men-
tioned in early historic accounts as having been occupied by the Attacapa

3Collins, Henry B., Jr.,, "Archarologicsl Work in Louisians and Miss-
iseippi," Explorations snd Fieldwork of Soithsonian Institution in 1926,
Pp. 200-206.
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or Orcogquisa Indians, Internixed with the shells are nunerous potsherds,
aninal bones, some hunan bones, and a few artifacts. The pottery is de~
cidedly different from that found further to the north.

An interesting and seemingly significant feature found by Arnold is
the presence in a number of cases of occupational evidence extending be-—
low the present normal water level. This suggests a subsidence of the
land in the region since its occupation by the people responsible for
these remains, This seems to be a situation sinilar to that noted by
Xniffen in Iberville Parish, Louisiana.® (4. 7. Jackson)

LABCRATORIES

Laboratories of the WPA-University of Texas Archaeclogical -Survey

The Survey's first laboratory was established in San Antonio in Sep-
terber, 1938, with Jack T. Laughlin as supervisor., Its purpose was, and
is, to clean, catalog, and analyze the cultural materials excavaied by
WPA ficld units in various parts of the state. Due to lack of space, it
is not possible to store the processed collections therc, so they rmust be
pericdicaliy moved to the Austin laboratory, where all the Universiiy
collections are systematically filed.

Tn August, 1939, the Austin laboratory was established as a second
unit for anelyzing snd filing archeeclegicsl materisls, with Alex D,
Krieger as supervisor, At the same time a Leboretory of Physical Anthro-
pology was established within the Austin laboratory, operating in such a
way that Dr. Marcus 8. Goldstein of New York University, the physical
anthropologist, could direct the work of several WPA workers,

The Austin laboratory was intended to clean, catalog, and analyze
the materials acquired by the University during the years before the WEA
progran started, and also the non-WPA naterials acquired since it started
in 1936, TIn physical anthropology, Dr. Goldstein's crew 1s handling all
skeletal material collected by both University and WPA, together with other
collections loasned for the express purpcse of including then in a compre-
hensive research volume for the whole state, which Dr. Goldstein is now
preparing, As it consists of six large rooms, with ample shelf space, the
Austin laboratory affords excellent facilities for such werk as cleaning,
routine cataloging snd classifying, systematic filing, pottery restorastion,
special research either by the laboratory or by outsiders, and some small
exhiblte in the offices.

Since its inception the San Antonic laboratory has processed a very
large number of artifacis from Central, East, North, and South Texas--—
spproxinately 100,000, all of which are fully documented by the WPA archae-
ologists in charge of the camps. An artist has nade sbout 2,400 excellent

4
Kniffem, Fred B., The Indisn Mounds of Iberville Parish, Geological
Pulletin, No. 13, Louislana Geological Survey, New Orleans, 1938, p. 198.
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ink sketches of type specimens or of aspecially good or umususl gnecl-
men# fron each collection., A pottery collection of some 24,000 sherds:
fron Bowle County was worked over and about 50 vessels restored fron
1%, while the sherds thenselves were classified by terper and design.
More than 200 vessels from other sites were repaired and restored.
Since Septenber 6, 1940, when Langhlin resigned, Robert I,. Stophenson
has been in charge.

The Austin lsboratory, in sixteen nonths of operation, has accon-
plished the following: clesned, sorted and filed approxinately 100,000
"artifacts from 1500 collections representing 96 Texas counties; worked
out typologies, classified, l1abeled, and catalogued on cards approxinately
30,000 of these artifacis; cleaned, classified, and atternpted vesbal
restorations of approximately 35,000 potsherds fron East and South Texas
excavations; typed 2,000 pages of 0ld catalog records; typed 6,000 speci~
men record cards; cleaned, nended, 1nbelcd, and cateloged approximately
2,000 skeletal units (in which skulls and skeletons are tabulated separate-
1y) from ell parts of the state; trenscribed deta on more than 600 skulls
nmeasured by Dr. Goldstein to tabulation sheets for sumarizing this dats
by sites; prepared a special repert for publication on the vhysical an-
thropology of the Sanders site in Lanar County.

In eddition to these activities it should be enphasized that when the
Austin laboratory was established, the supervisors were confronted with a
nnss of matorials which had to be carefully sorted and culled, checked with
former records and correspondence, and put into order before the actual
cataloging and analysis could be gtarted. This laboratory is well on the
way to becoming a najor reseerch plant in archaeology and physical anthro-
pology. At present both the San Antonio and Austin supervisors are coh-
pleting a comprehensive systen for classifying artifacts which involves
sore 200 epecimen types of significant distinction. The system as it
stands has met the tests of some 100,000 specinens, snd, when placed in
order for the use of colleagues, should be of considerable inmportance.
(Alex D. Krieger)

T, M. Caupbell, Secretery
Council of Texas Archacologisis
Departnent of Anthropology
University of Texas

Austin, Texas
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Sue Linder-Linsley, RPA

Web Committee, Chair

c/o Department of Anthropology
Southern Methodist University
Dallas, Texas 75275-0336

TO:

Council of Texas Archeologists

Membership and
Renewal Form

Return to:

Melissa Green, CTA Secretary-Treasurer
¢/ o Geo-Marine, Inc.

550 East 15% Street

Plano, TX 75074

[0 Address correction only (see below).

O I wish to join or renew my membership in CTA.

(membership is based on the calendar year Jan-Dec)

O Contractors List $ 100.00
O Professional (annual income more than $20,000 per year) 25.00
[0 Professional (annual income less than $20,000 per year) 15.00
O Student (annual income more than $20,000 per year) 25.00
O Student (annual income less than $20,000 per year) 15.00
O Institution/Library (receive CTA Newsletter only, no voting privileges) 25.00
O 1 would like to purchase a copy of the CTA Guidelines 7.50
Total amount remitted to CTA $

Name (please print):

Company / Institution:

Address:

City /State/ Zip:

Phone: FAX: e-mail:
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